
                  NAFTA 2 Renegotiation Timeline 

   (as of 6/10/18) 
 - January 23, 2017 – Trump requests USTR to withdraw from TPP 

- March 29 – Stephen Vaughn, Acting USTR, issues “draft” announcement                     
that President intends to initiate negotiations on NAFTA 

 - April 26 – Trump announces he will not pull out of NAFTA 

 - May 18 – Bob Lighthizer, USTR, sends formal notice to Congress 

          - May 23 – USTR requests comments on negotiating objectives by June 12           

 - June 12 – USTR extends date of submittals to Midnight June 13 

- June 25 – Mexico Secretary of Economy Guajardo announces the                                                                                                                          
authorization and implementation of a website to receive comments 
regarding the possible modernization of the North American Free Trade 
Agreement; the site is http://www.economia-snci.gob.mx/tlcan 

- June 27 – USTR formal hearings    

- July 17 – USTR releases “Summary of Objectives for the NAFTA 
Renegotiation”; although not mentioned in the document, it must appear on 
a publicly available website and be regularly updated thereafter (not yet on 
their web site) 

- July 17 – The Mexican Ministry of Economy indicates they expect the 
renegotiation talks to get underway “from” August 16; an unnamed Mexico 
official also said a senior Mexican official said the USTR list of priorities 
was "not as bad as I was expecting" and welcomed that the United States 
was not pushing to impose punitive tariffs 

- July 18 – The House Ways and Means Committee will hold a hearing 
entitled “Modernization of the North American Free Trade Agreement” 
which will analyze whether NAFTA has been successful for the U.S. 
economy and job creation, with a focus on the U.S. manufacturing, 
agriculture, and services sectors 



- July 19 – Mexican and Canadian officials, not identified, indicated they 
would work on a “fast track” to conclude negotiations “early next year”; 
plan is to hold seven rounds of talks at three-week intervals with first round 
taking place in Washington from August 16-20 and future sites being 
alternated between countries; this was not yet confirmed by the U.S. side  

- July 31 – Mexican government releases its summary of objectives for 
NAFTA renegotiation 

- August 14 – Canadian Minister of Foreign Affairs Chrystia Freeland, 
presents Canada’s core objectives for the NAFTA renegotiation 

- August 16-20 – the launch of Round 1 negotiations in Washington based 
on U.S. 90-day period; first time that the negotiating teams sit with their 
foreign peers 

- September 1-5 – Round 2 in Mexico City 

- September 23-27 – Round 3 in Ottawa; seven rounds total being 
contemplated at this point 

- September 27 – Mexican Secretary Guajardo indicates that, in the 
renegotiation, “process dates will have to be considered, if necessary, for the 
start of next year” 

- October 11-15 – Round 4 in Washington  

- November 15-21 – Round 5 in Mexico City 

- Fall – Mexican Presidential primaries begin 

- Winter – the U.S. and Mexican governments have said that the want 
negotiations wrapped up by the first quarter of 2018; Secretary of Economy 
Ildefonso Guajardo of Mexico was reported to have indicated to private 
industry initially that Dec. 15 was the date to conclude negotiations (see 
September 27 above) 

- January 23, 2018 – Announcement that the remaining countries of the TPP 
have reached agreement to establish TPP-11 (or CPTPP) for signature on 
March 8 in Chile 

- January 23-28 – Round Six in Montreal 

- February 26-March 6 – Round Seven in Mexico City 



- March 6 – President announces plan to place tariffs on steel and aluminum 

- March 8 – President signs proclamation on steel and aluminum tariffs 
exempting Mexico and Canada – temporarily until May 1 

- March 20 – President formally requests extension of TPA; request received 
by Senate Finance Committee on March 30 

- April 11-13 – Round Eight initiated in Washington with goal of developing 
an “Agreement in Principle” that can be announced at the Summit of the 
Americas on April 13-14 in Peru; not being able to accomplish that, it was 
announced that the negotiations would continue until such an agreement is 
reached 

- April 20 (or so) – reports that Lighthizer advocates forcing congressional 
approval by withdrawing from existing pact even before new one is ready 

- April 30 – President continues exemption of Mexico, Canada and the EU 
until June 1 

- May 7 – Ministers meet again with goal of either arriving at an 
“Agreement in Principle” by June 1 with focus on the auto sector or taking a 
“pause” in activities 

- May 9 – Speaker of the House Paul Ryan indicates that, unless a 
“complete” agreement is reached by Thursday, May 17, Congress will not be 
able to pass implementing legislation by the end of the Session 

- May 11 – Secretary Ildefonso indicates that it was unlikely an agreement 
could be reached by May 17 due to the number of still unresolved issues 

- May 17 – “Comes and Goes” 

- May 23 – Department of Commerce initiates Section 232 investigation on 
auto imports 

- May 29 – Vice President Pence demands that any new NAFTA agreement 
contain an automatic expiration after five years 

- May 31 – Premier Trudeau says Canada will not sign any agreement that 
contains an automatic five-year sunset 

- June 1 – Tariffs on steel and aluminum imports imposed on Mexico, 
Canada and the EU 



- June 1 – Mexico retaliates, imposing tariffs on U.S. imports of certain 
types of steel, lamps, cheese, pork, apples, grapes and cranberries 

- June 1 – Canada announces it will impose tariffs on over 100 U.S. products 
on July 1 

- June 5 – President Trump signals he wants to negotiate separate bilateral 
trade agreements with Mexico and Canada, likely nullifying NAFTA at 
some point 

- July 1, 2018 – The current U.S. fast-track law (TPA) expires although 
President Trump has requested an extension to 2021 

- July 1, 2018 – Mexico holds its Presidential election 

- September 2018 – earliest possible presentation of a renegotiated and 
signed NAFTA2 to U.S. Congress for final vote if a formal agreement is 
reached by June 1; not possible given inability to reach even an “Agreement 
in Principle” as of that date 

- Nov. 6, 2018 – U.S. holds its midterm elections 

- Dec. 1, 2018 – Inauguration Day for Mexico’s new President 

- Oct. 21, 2019 – Canada’s next federal election 


